Two cases of epidural anesthesia-associated postoperative decubitus.
Very few cases of postoperative decubitus have been reported. We report two cases of hip decubitus after myomectomy. Case 1 is a 32-year-old Japanese woman who underwent an uncomplicated myomectomy under the combination of general and epidural anesthesia. Twelve hours after surgery, a palpable soft tissue mass developed in the sacral region. On day 3, the soft tissue mass had disappeared and the patient was discharged on day 8. Case 2 is a 33-year-old woman. Under a combination of spinal and epidural anesthesia, a myomectomy was carried out. On day 1 after surgery, a hard mass with redness was detected. On day 8, decubitus improved and she was discharged. We evaluated the temporal changes in anesthetic level in four independent cases. Eighteen hours after surgery, the anesthetic effect still continued below the L2 level. We conclude that the extended effect of epidural anesthesia might be one of the mechanisms causing postoperative decubitus.